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Abstract
A number of Orientalists devoted considerable attention to depicting the everyday life of the Algerian people during
the colonial period, endeavoring to represent its social and cultural features through their artworks. Painting constituted
a fundamental medium through which these artists conveyed their aesthetic experience and their perception of the
Algerian environment. Among them, Nasreddine Dinet stands out as one of the most prominent painters who dedicated
significant effort to portraying the lives of the local population with great authenticity. The Nailia woman in particular
occupied a central place in his work, representing beauty, cultural symbolism, and identity—elements that inspired him
to produce numerous artworks capturing her traditional clothing, aesthetic traits, and graceful presence.
Accordingly, this research paper seeks to shed light on the artistic significance of the representation of the Algerian

woman in Dinet's paintings and to explore the aesthetic and conceptual foundations underlying his portrayal of her. It

. . . % a
naima.benarroussa@univ-relizane.dz : Jus | o> -

23


mailto:naima.benarroussa@univ-relizane.dz
mailto:fgnaima.benarroussa@univ-relizane.dz

o ot e el i S ol LU S 2L ola)

also aims to examine the harmony and precision with which he depicted the Nailia woman's features, situating them
within their cultural and social context, in order to demonstrate the value of this image in shaping an aesthetic awareness
of Algerian heritage. The study raises several questions, including: What were Dinet’s contributions in this field? What
were his artistic aims and aesthetic motivations? And how did critics receive his works?

Keywords: Orientalists; painting; Nasreddine Dinet; colonialism; woman; Nailia culture.
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