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Abstract:

The paper examines the crime of insult through a dual lens: Islamic Sharia and Algerian criminal law. It analyzes the
concept of the insult, its legal and moral components, the criteria for criminalization, and the penalties under both
systems. Insult is defined as any offensive expression—spoken, written, symbolic—that undermines a person’s honor
or social standing. The crime is legally structured around a material element (the nature of the expression) and a moral
one (intent).

The study highlights penalties under Algerian law, particularly article 297, which vary based on the victim’s status
more than the severity of the insult. In contrast, Islamic jurisprudence calibrates punishment based on the content:
blasphemy against God is considered apostasy warranting execution if unrepented, while insulting a fellow Muslim
requires discretionary punishment.

The paper also explores exceptions such as lawful defense and justified criticism, concluding with recommendations
to address legislative gaps, formally criminalize blasphemy, and promote ethical education and community awareness to
counteract the prevalence of insult.

Keywords: Insult, Attacks on honor and reputation, Disgraceful expression, Article297 PC.
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