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The Image of the Other in Malika Mokeddem's Novels:
- Manifestations of Center and Margin —

ABSTRACT: The concept of "the Other" is intensely present in the writings of Malika Mokeddem,
manifesting as the foreigner, the close one, the lover, and the friend, whether as a central figure or a
marginal one. This diverse representation contributes to varying perspectives and highlights the stance on
the vital features of society, its human formations, hierarchical structures, and its political, social, and
especially cultural systems in postmodern discourses. This research employs cultural criticism to observe
the manifestations of the relationship with "the Other" in the novel "My Men" and the techniques that
expose the implicit cultural patterns that direct this social hierarchy. The research findings reveal that the
novel seeks to rearrange positions and distribute roles to place itself at a central point that moves the Other
as a silent follower. In a further act of defiance, the work is not merely a fictional novel but an
autobiographical one, expressing a strong desire to make this fiction a reality, thus challenging the political
and religious authorities and the Arab social system.

KEYWORDS: The Other, Cultural Patterns, Center, Margin, Culture of Silence.
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